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UNCLAS NEW DELHI 4860 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR IN PK BG 

SUBJECT: TEXT OF TRIPARTITE AGREEMENT 
REF: NEW DELHI 4840 

FOLLOWING IS FULL TEXT OF THE INDIA-PAKISTAN-BANGLADESH AGREEMENT 
SIGNED IN NEW DELHI APRIL 9: 

1. ON JULY 2, 1972, THE PRESIDENT OF PAKISTAN AND 
THE PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA SIGNED AN HISTORIC AGREEMENT 
AT SIMLA UNDER WHICH THEY RESOLVED THAT "THE TWO COUNTRIES 
PUT AN END TO THE CONFLICT AND CONFRONTATION THAT HAVE 
HITHERTO MARRED THEIR RELATIONS AND WORK FOR THE PROMOTION 
OF A FRIENDLY AND HARMONIOUS RELATIONSHIP AND THE ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF DURABLE PEACE IN THE SUB-CONTINENT." THE AGREEMENT 
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ALSO PROVIDED FOR THE SETTLEMENT OF "THEIR DIFFERENCES BY 
PEACEFUL MEANS THROUGH BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS OR BY ANY 
OTHER PEACEFUL MEANS MUTUALLY AGREED UPON." 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


2. BANGLADESH WELCOMED THE SIMLA AGREEMENT. THE 
PRIME MINISTER OF BANGLADESH STRONGLY SUPPORTED ITS 
OBJECTIVE OF RECONCILIATION, GOOD NEIGHBOURLINES AND 
ESTABLISHMENT OF DURABLE PEACE IN THE SUB-CONTINENT. 

3. THE HUMANITARIAN PROBLEMS ARISING IN THE WAKE OF 

THE TRAGIC EVENTS OF 1971 CONSTITUTED A MAJOR OBSTACLE IN 
THE WAY OF RECONCILIATION AND NORMALISATION AMONG THE 
COUNTRIES OF THE SUB-CONTINENT. IN THE ABSENCE OF RECOGNITION, 

IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE TO HAVE TRIPARTITE TALKS TO SETTLE THE 
HUMANITARIAN PROBLEMS AS BANGLADESH COULD NOT PARTICIPATE IN 
SUCH A MEETING EXCEPT ON THE BASIS OF SOVEREIGN EQUALITY. 

4. ON APRIL 17, 1973, INDIA AND BANGLADESH TOOK A 

MAJOR STEP FORWARD TO BREAK THE DEADLOCK ON THE HUMANITARIAN 
ISSUES BY SETTING ASIDE THE POLITICAL PROBLEM OF RECOGNITION. 

IN A DECLARATION ISSUED ON THAT DATE THEY SAID THAT THEY "ARE 
RESOLVED TO CONTINUE THEIR EFFORTS TO REDUCE TENSION, PROMOTE 
FRIENDLY AND HARMONIOUS RELATIONSHIP IN THE SUB-CONTINENT 
AND WORK TOGETHER TOWARDS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A DURABLE PEACE. 
INSPIRED BY THIS VISION AND "IN THE LARGER INTERESTS OF RECON- 
CILIATION, PEACE AND STABILITY IN THE SUB-CONTINENT" THEY 
JOINTLY PROPOSED THAT THE PROBLEM OF THE DETAINED AND STRANDED 
PERSONS SHOULD BE RESOLVED ON HUMANITARIAN CONSIDERATIONS 
THROUGH SIMULTANEOUS REPATRIATION OF ALL SUCH PERSONS EXCEPT 
THOSE PAKISTANI PRISONERS OF WAR WHO MIGHT BE REQUIRED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT OF BANGLADESH FOR TRIAL ON CERTAIN CHARGES. 

5. FOLLOWING THE DECLARATION THERE WERE A SERIES OF 

TALKS BETWEEN INDIA AND BANGLADESH AND INDIA AND PAKISTAN. 

THESE TALKS RESULTED IN AN AGREEMENT AT DELHI ON AUGUST 28, 

1973 BETWEEN INDIA AND PAKISTAN WITH THE CONCURRENCE OF 
BANGLADESH WHICH PROVIDED FOR A SOLUTION OF THE OUTSTANDING 
HUMANITARIAN PROBLEMS. 

6. IN PURSUANCE OF THIS AGREEMENT, THE PROCESS OF 
THREE-WAY REPATRIATION COMMENCED ON SEPTEMBER 19, 1973. SO 
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FAR NEARLY 300,000 PERSONS HAVE BEEN REPATRIATED WHICH HAS 
GENERATED AN ATMOSPHERE OF RECONCILIATION AND PAVED THE WAY 
FOR NORMALISATION OF RELATIONS IN THE SUB-CONTINENT. 

7. IN FEBRUARY 1974, RECOGNITION TOOK PLACE THUS FACILI- 
TATING THE PARTICIPATION OF BANGLADESH IN THE TRIPARTITE MEETING 
ENVISAGED IN THE DELHI AGREEMENT, ON THE BASIS OF SOVEREIGN 
EQUALITY. ACCORDINGLY, HIS EXCELLENCY DR. KAMAL HOSSAIN, FOREIGN 
MINISTER OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BANGLADESH, HIS EXCELLENCY SARDAR 
SWARAN SINGH, MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
AND HIS EXCELLENCY MR. AZIZ AHMED, MINISTER OF STATE FOR DEFENCE 
AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN, MET IN NEW 
DELHI FROM APRIL 5 TO APRIL 9, 1974 AND DISCUSSED THE VARIOUS 
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ISSUES MENTIONED IN THE DELHI AGREEMENT, IN PARTICULAR THE QUES- 
TION OF THE 195 PRISONERS OF WAR AND THE COMPLETION OF THE THREE- 
WAY PROCESS OF REPATRIATION INVOLVING BANGALEES IN PAKISTAN, PAK- 
ISTANIS IN BANGLADESH AND PAKISTANI PRISONERS OF WAR IN INDIA. 

8. THE MINISTERS REVIEWED THE PROGRESS OF THE THREE-WAY 
REPATRIATION UNDER THE DELHI AGREEMENT OF AUGUST 28, 1973. THEY 
WERE GRATIFIED THAT SUCH A LARGE NUMBER OF PERSONS DETAINED OR 
STRANDED IN THE THREE COUNTRIES HAD SINCE REACHED THEIR DESTINA- 
TIONS. 

9. THE MINISTERS ALSO CONSIDERED STEPS THAT NEEDED TO BE 
TAKEN IN ORDER EXPEDITIOUSLY TO BRING THE PROCESS OF THE THREE- 
WAY REPATRIATION TO A SATISFACTORY CONCLUSION. 

10. THE INDIAN SIDE STATED THAT THE REMAINING PAKISTANI 
PRISONERS OF WAR AND CIVILIAN INTERNEES IN INDIA TO BE 
REPATRIATED UNDER THE DELHI AGREEMENT, NUMBERING APPROXIMATELY 
6,500, WOULD BE REPATRIATED AT THE USUAL PACE OF A TRAIN ON 
ALTERNATE DAYS AND THE LIKELY SHORT-FALL DUE TO THE SUSPENSION 
OF TRAINS FROM APRIL 10 TO APRIL 19, 1974 ON ACCOUNT OF KUMBH 
MELA, WOULD BE MADE UP BY RUNNING ADDITIONAL TRAINS AFTER 
APRIL 19. IT WAS THUS HOPED THAT THE REPATRIATION OF PRISONES 

OF WAR WOULD BE COMPLETED BY THE END OF APRIL, 1974. 

1 1 . THE PAKISTAN SIDE STATED THAT THE REPATRIATION OF BANGLA- 
DESH NATIONALS FROM PAKISTAN WAS APPROACHING COMPLETION. THE 
REMAINING BANGLADESH NATIONALS IN PAKISTAN WOULD ALSO BE 
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REPATRIATED WITHOUT LET OR HINDRANCE. 

12. IN RESPECT OF NON-B ANGAT .EES IN BANGLADESH, THE 
PAKISTAN SIDE STATED THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN HAD 
ALREADY ISSUED CLEARANCES FOR MOVEMENT TO PAKISTAN IN FAVOUR 
OF THOSE NON-B ANGAT, EES WHO WERE EITHER DOMICILED IN FORMER 
WEST PAKISTAN, WERE EMPLOYEES OF THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AND 
THEIR FAMILIES OR WERE MEMBERS OF THE DIVIDED FAMILIES, 
IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR ORIGINAL DOMICILE. THE ISSUANCE OF 
CLEARANCES TO 25,000 PERSONS WHO CONSTITUTE HARDSHIP CASES 
WAS ALSO IN PROGRESS. THE PAKISTAN SIDE REITERATED THAT ALL 
THOSE WHO FAT, I. UNDER THE FIRST THREE CATEGORIES WOULD BE 
RECEIVED BY PAKISTAN WITHOUT ANY LIMIT AS TO NUMBERS. IN 
RESPECT OF PERSONS WHOSE APPLICATIONS HAD BEEN REJECTED, THE 
GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN WOULD, UPON REQUEST, PROVIDE REASONS 
WHY ANY PARTICULAR CASE WAS REJECTED. ANY AGGRIEVED 
APPLICANT COULD, AT ANY TIME, SEEK A REVIEW OF HIS APPLICATION 
PROVIDED HE WAS ABLE TO SUPPLY NEW FACTS OR FURTHER INFORMATION 
TO THE GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN IN SUPPORT OF HIS CONTENTION 
THAT HE QUALIFIED IN ONE OR OTHER OF THE THREE CATEGORIES. 

THE CLAIMS OF SUCH PERSONS WOULD NOT BE TIME-BARRED. IN THE 
EVENT OF THE DECISION OF REVIEW OF A CASE BEING ADVERSE THE 
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GOVERNMENTS OF PAKISTAN AND BANGLADESH MIGHT SEEK TO RESOLVE 
IT BY MUTUAL CONSULTATION. 

13. THE QUESTION OF 195 PAKISTANI PRISONERS OF WAR WAS 
DISCUSSED BY THE THREE MINISTERS, IN THE CONTEXT OF THE 
EARNEST DESIRE OF THE GOVERNMENTS FOR RECONCILIATION, PEACE 
AND FRIENDSHIP IN THE SUB CONTINENT. THE FOREIGN MINISTER 

OF BANGLADESH STATED THAT THE EXCESSES AND MANIFOLD CRIMES 
COMMITTED BY THESE PRISONERS OF WAR CONSTITUTED, ACCORDING 
TO THE RELEVANT PROVISIONS OF THE UN GENERAAL ASSEMBLY 
RESOLUTIONS AND INTERNATIONAL LAW, WAR CRIMES, CRIMES AGAINST 
HUMANITY AND GENOCIDE, AND THAT THERE WAS UNIVERSAL CONSENSUS 
THAT PERSONS CHARGED WITH SUCH CRIMES AS THE 195 PAKISTANI 
PRISONERS OF WAR SHOULD BE HELD TO ACCOUNT AND SUBJECTED TO 
THE DUE PROCESS OF LAW. THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR DEFENCE 
AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN SAID THAT 
HIS GOVERNMENT CONDEMNED AND DEEPLY REGRETTED ANY CRIMES 
THAT MAY HAVE BEEN COMMITTED. 
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14. IN THIS CONNECTION THE THREE MINISTERS NOTED THAT 

THE MATTER SHOULD BE VIEWED IN THE CONTEXT OF THE DETERMINATION 
OF THE THREE COUNTRIES TO CONTINUE RESOLUTELY TO WORK FOR 
RECONCILIATION. THE MINISTERS FURTHER NOTED THAT FOLLOWING 
RECOGNITION, THE PRIME MINISTER OF PAKISTAN HAD DECLARED 
THAT HE WOULD VISIT BANGLADESH IN RESPONSE TO THE INVITATION 
OF THE PRIME MINISTER OF BANGLADESH AND APPEALED TO THE PEOPLE 
OF BANGLADESH TO FORGIVE AND FORGET THE MISTAKES OF THE PAST, 

IN ORDER TO PROMOTE RECONCILIATION. SIMILARLY, THE PRIME 
MINISTER OF BANGLADESH HAD DECLARED WITH REGARD TO THE 
ATROCITIES AND DESTRUCTION COMMITTED IN BANGLADESH IN 1971 
THAT HE WANTED THE PEOPLE TO FORGET THE PAST AND TO MAKE A 
FRESH START, STATING THAT THE PEOPLE OF BANGLADESH KNEW HOW 
TO FORGIVE. 

15. IN THE LIGHT OF THE FOREGOING AND, IN PARTICULAR, 

HAVING REGARD TO THE APPEAL OF THE PRIME MINISTER OF PAKISTAN 
TO THE PEOPLE OF BANGLADESH TO FORGIVE AND FORGET THE MISTAKES 
OF THE PAST, THE FOREIGN MINISTER OF BANGLADESH STATED THAT 
THE GOVERNMENT OF BANGLADESH HAD DECIDED NOT TO PROCEED WITH 
THE TRIALS AS AN ACT OF CLEMENCY. IT WAS AGREED THAT THE 195 
PRISONERS OF WAR MAY BE REPATRIATED TO PAKISTAN ALONG WITH 
THE OTHER PRISONERS OF WAR NOW IN THE PROCESS OF REPATRIATION 
UNDER THE DELHI AGREEMENT. 

16. THE MINISTERS EXPRESSED THEIR CONVICTION THAT THE 
ABOVE AGREEMENTS PROVIDE A FIRM BASIS FOR THE RESOLUTION OF 
THE HUMANITARIAN PROBLEMS ARISING OUT OF THE CONFLICT OF 1971. 
THEY REAFFIRMED THE VITAL STAKE THE SEVEN HUNDRED MILLION 
PEOPLE OF THE THREE COUNTRIES HAVE IN PEACE AND PROGRESS 
AND REITERATED THE RESOLVE OF THEIR GOVERNMENTS TO WORK 
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FOR THE PROMOTION OF NORMALISATION OF RELATIONS AND THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF DURABLE PEACE IN THE SUB-CONTINENT. 

SCHNEIDER 

UNCLASSIFIED 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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